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This is the decision in your case. AII documents have been returned to the office which orlgmaﬂy decided }our case.
Any further inquiry must be made to that office.

- I you believe the Jaw was inappropriately applied or the analysis used in reaching the decision was inconsistent with

the information previded or with precedent decisions, you may file a motion to reconsider. Such a motion must state
the reasons for reconsideration and be supported by any pertinent precedent decisions. Any motion to reconsider must
be filed within 30 days of the decision that the motion seeks to reconsider, as tequired under 8 C.F.R. 103.5(3)(1)(i).

If you have new or additional information which yow wish to have considered, you may file a motion © reopen. Such
a motion must state the new facts to be proved at the reopened proceeding and be supported by affidavits or other
documentary evidence. Ay motion to recpen must be filed within 30 days of the decision that the motion seeks to
reopen, except that fzilure to file before this period expires may be excused in the discretion of the Service where it is
demonstrated that the delay was rzasonable and beyond the control of the applicant or petitioner. Id.

Any motion must be filed with the office which eriginally decided your case along with a fee of $110 as requlred
under 8 C.F.R. 103.7,

FOR THE ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER, |
EXAMINATIONS,

1afy C. Mulrean, Acting Director
Administrative Appeals Office
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DISCUSSION: The nonimmigrant visa petition'was denied by the
Director, Nebraska Service Center, and is now before the Asscciate
Commissioner for Examinations .on appeal The appeal will be
dismissed.

The petitioner is a single native of Azerbaijan and a naturalized

citizen of the United States, who seeks to obtain a fiancee visa
under section 101 (a) (15} (K} of the Immigration and Nationality Act
(the Act), 8 U.S.C. 110l(a) (15) (K). The director denied the
petition because the petitioner failed to present evidence of his
having met the beneficiary within the two-year period immediately
preceding the filing date of the fiancee petition.

On appeal, the petitioner states: "I am a refugee from that
country, and I do not want toc go back there ever again."

According to the regulation at 8 C.F.R. 214.2 (k) (2), the director:
may exempt the petitioner from this. regquirement only if it is
established that compliance would:

(1) Reeult in extreme hardship to the petitioner; or

(2) Violate strict and long-established customs of the
‘beneficiary’s foreign culture or social practice.

It is noted that the statute requires that a meeting between the

'petltloner and the beneficiary take place within the two-year

peried prior to the filing of the petition. The petitioner
concedes on appeal that he has not met with his fiancee. No claims
have been made regarding the beneficiary’s culture or social
practice which prevented the couple from personally meeting during
the two years immediately preceding the filing date of the
petition. The petitioner has not provided adequate reasons why the
two-year requirement stipulated by law should be waived.

The petitioner and the beneficiary are not required to meet in
Azerbaijan; .they can meet in a third country. However, they are
required to provide evidence of having met within the two-year
period immediately preceding the filing dJdate of the fiancee
petitien.

The burden of proof in these proceedings.rests solely with the

petitioner. Section 291 of the Act, 8 U.S.C. 1361. The petitioner
has not sustained that burden. -

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed.



